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With micro forests, how a district in Punjab expands its green cover
09 September 2022
The idea was to target an unused one-acre plot of land in Kuharianwali village and develop a “forest” by

applying the so-called Miyawaki method. In less than a year, the efforts have borne fruit with the area

now full of firm plants such as kachnar, neem, arjun, ashok, jamun, guava and others.
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Different stages of a micro forest’s growth in Kuharianwali village of Punjab’s Fazilka district. Express

Kuharianwali, a village in the Fazilka district of Punjab, has become a trendsetter in expanding forest
cover. As of 2021, according to data from the Forest Research Institute, the district had just 1.34 per
cent forest cover, one of the lowest in the state. The district administration knew it had to do something
to drastically change the picture.
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